ay 
Members’ Meetings 


You are cordially invited to 
Members’ Open House 
Wednesday and Thursday 
May 9 and 10, 1984 

from 6 to 9 p.m. 


It’s that time of year! For two evenings the 
California Academy of Sciences opens all its doors 
for a peek behind the scenes into your favorite 
departments. See the business end of Steinhart 
Aquarium and learn how they make the stars in 
Morrison Planetarium. All of your research 
questions will be answered by members of the 
Academy’s scientific departments, and staff 
members from exhibits, Pacific Discovery, 
education and travel, and public information will 
be on hand to explain the inner workings of your 
Natural History Museum and Aquarium. 


Circle the dates and come meet the staff on May 9 
or 10. Your guests are most welcome for this once 
a year event. Juice and cookies will be served in 
the cafeteria area and the Nature Company will 
remain open until 9 p.m. Both entrances will be 
open for your convenience, but remember there 
is NO matinee program this month. 


To help control the crowds, please try to 
attend on May 9 if your last name begins 
with the letter A through L; and on May 10 if 
your last name begins with the letter M 
through Z. If you can’t make it on the 
suggested night, don’t worry; come on the 
alternate night. 


By all means. . . bring a guest! 


(Dectal Exhibits 


Andy Warhol: Endangered Species gives 
museum members a whole new way to look at the 
plight of animals like the orangutan, the San 
Francisco silverspot butterfly, and the Siberian 
tiger. Ten large format silkscreens, plus three 
original works by this pop-artist will be on display 
through the summer in Lovell White Hall. 


Mountain Light, 99 spectacular photographs by 
Berkeley photographer, Galen Rowell, continues 
in the McBean-Peterson Galleries through June 17. 


Portraits from the Galapagos, photos by Santa 
Cruz photographer Larry Minden, shows you 
animals from Darwin’s isolated “‘laboratory.”’ In 
Cowell Hall through May 28. 


Opening May 12 is Amber, an exhibit of 
approximately 200 pieces of amber, many in the 
raw state, and many carved into beautiful 
decorative works of art. Take a close look and 
you will see tiny insects which seem to be sealed 
in solid sunlight; many date back 60-million years! 
Watch your June Newsletter for more information 
on this lovely exhibit. 


Mexico As Seen By Her Children, a bilingual 
exhibition of paintings and poetry by children 
aged 3 to 16, opens May 5 in Lower Cowell Hall 
Gallery. This colorful view of Mexico was 
organized by the National Foundation for the 
Improvement of Education and the Smithsonian 
Institution Traveling Exhibition Service. 


orrison 
Planetarium 


Sky Shows 


A new sky show entitled, Starlight Odyssey, 
opens May 4 in the Morrison Planetarium. For 
thousands of years the stars have guided travelers 
overland and across the seas, and research has 
shown that some species of birds use the stars to 
guide them in flight. Learn all about celestial 
navigation in Starlight Odyssey, shown daily 
under the 65-foot canopy of stars. 


Showtimes are Monday through Friday at 2:00 
p.m.; Saturday and Sunday at 11:00 a.m., 2:00 and 
3:30 p.m. Members may use their complimentary 
passes for any of these presentations. 


Wonder about the current night sky? Take in the 
special show, Exploring the Skies of the 
Season presented at 12:30 on Saturday and 
Sunday. (Free of charge to members, of course.) 


Planetarium Concert Series 


Nature and Time with the Harpsichord: 
An Evening with Hilda Jonas 
Monday, May 14 at 8:00 p.m. 


Hilda Jonas, the well known harpsichordist, has 
planned a very special evening of music with 
members of the Natural History Museum in mind. 
The program begins with a piece entitled ‘““The 
Alarm Clock”’ by Couperin, and takes you through 
a day of rain and dreams (compositions by Bloch), 
bells and fireworks (works by Scarlatti) and ends 
with “The Nightingale in June,” another work by 
Couperin. (This is only a partial list.) 


Unlike the sounds of a piano which come from 
hammers striking the wires, those of the 


harpsichord are created by plectra, or mechanical 
fingers which pluck the wires. Hilda Jonas was 
born in Europe and studied with the famed 
Wanda Landowska who is credited with reviving 
interest in the building of harpsichords in the 20th 
century. The silvery sounds of this instrument are 
best known from the 16th to 18th centuries when 
great composers including Bach, Mozart and 
Scarlatti wrote music for the harpsichord. 


Jonas’ professional career has taken her around 
the world where she has given concerts and 
lectures at colleges and universities, museums and 
art centers. She has also performed as guest soloist 
with many leading symphonies. 


Monday, June 11 at 8:00 p.m. 
Traditional Irish, American and Renaissance music 
featuring Maureen Brennan on Irish harp and Ceil 
Tarmann on hammered dulcimer. 


Tickets for all planetarium concerts may be 
ordered by mail from the Morrison Planetarium, 
California Academy of Sciences, Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco, CA 94118. Cost to members 
of the Academy is $4.00 per ticket; cost to general 
public is $5.00. Tickets are sold at the door one- 
half hour before showtime. Call 221-5100, Ext. 
269 for more information. 


Laserium 


Two popular laser light shows can be seen 
Thursday through Sunday evenings in Morrison 
Planetarium with Laserium. Choose from the 
music of your favorite fantasy adventure movies 
with selections by John Williams, or from the rock 
hits of Pink Floyd’s “‘Dark Side of the Moon.”’ 


Showtimes: 

Thursday at 9:00 p.m. 

Friday at 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 p.m. 
Saturday at 5:00, 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday at 5:00, 7:30 and 9:00 p.m. 


Ticket prices are $3.50 for the 5:00 p.m. shows; 
$4.50 for evening shows; and $2.50 for children 
6-12 and seniors. Advance tickets are available 
through Ticketron or at the Academy’s main 
entrance one-half hour before showtime. For 
more information call 221-0168. 


Members are reminded that your planetarium 
passes are not usable for this attraction and 
children under 5 are not admitted to Laserium 
shows. 


raditional Arts 


Each Saturday afternoon at 1:00 p.m. in the Wattis 
Hall of Man, audiences can enjoy and often 
participate in a program of traditional arts 
presented by members of the diverse ethnic 
communities of the Bay Area. The programs are 
different each week and feature music, dance, arts 
and crafts, even cooking demonstrations! 
Following is a schedule of upcoming events: 


May 5 A special Cinco de Mayo program by the 
Ballet Folklorico Guadalajara of Oakland. 


May 12. The “‘Sundowners’”’ trace the evolution 
of American square dancing from the French 
quadrille, contra dancing and reels. 


May 19 _ In recognition of Norway’s 
Independence Day (May 17), Aagot Matson will 
demonstrate rosemaling (floral painting on 
wood). 


May 26 _ Diana Markarian and a group from St. 
John’s Armenian Apostolic Church of San 
Francisco will entertain with music and dance in 
honor of Armenian Independence Day (May 25). 


June 2 Learn about Appalachian folk 
instruments such as the mouthbow, spoons, 
bones, limberjack puppet, musical saw and 
washboard from Jerry Duke. He will also 
demonstrate “‘hollerin’”’ and step dancing! 


The Traditional Arts Program is funded by the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the Rietz 
Food Technology Foundation. 


WANTED: One piano 


If any of our members have a spare used piano, 

June Anderson, coordinator of the Traditional Arts 
Program would love to hear from you. You can 
reach her on Wednesday or Friday at 221-4214 

between 9 and 5. Your donation is, of course, tax 
deductible to the full extent allowed by the law. 


nside the Academy 


Glass Jar Sale Going Strong 


The antique glass jars pictured here last month are 
still available. Custom designed and hand-blown 
between 1906 and 1920, these sterilized 
containers make beautiful vases, or shell, button 
and just-about-anything holders. Take a look at 
the displays in either Cowell Hall or in the 
Department of Herpetology on Open House 
nights and walk away with a treasure or two! All 
proceeds raised by the sale of these jars will be 
used to purchase much needed equipment for the 
Department of Herpetology. 


ay 


Junior Academy Registration Begins Saturday, ( < 30! 


Throughout the year, the Junior Academy offers 
classes and field trips for its student members. 
Summertime means many, many opportunities for 
science activities for youngsters, so call soon to 
receive your copy of the Junior Academy Summer 
Schedule. 


One popular event which will take place the first 
week in August is the ‘‘Midnight Safari’? when 
members ages ten through thirteen explore the 
museum and aquarium by flashlight and then 
“sleep out’’ in African Hall. The evening includes 
mini-lessons in the natural sciences, films and slide 
shows plus midnight snacks and a simple 
breakfast. 


Call for a Summer Schedule, 668-7376 for a list of 
classes and field trips. 


‘bectal Lectures 


Operation Windswept: Expedition 
to the Pribilof Islands 
Wednesday, May 23 at 7:30 p.m. 
Morrison Auditorium 


The Pribilof Islands, found west of the rugged 
Alaskan coastline, are home to the largest fur seal 
rookeries in the world, not to mention a wide 
variety of birds and other animals. Here on these 
tiny islands is also the largest intact Aleut Eskimo 
community in the world. This lecture, film and 
slide multi-media program will focus on the 
Pribilof Aleuts, their culture and their 
controversial fur seal harvest, as well as on the 
wealth of wildlife found in this area. 


Program producers, Susanne Swibold and Helen 
Corbett have spent the past three years in these 

islands and are producing four films and a book 

about the Pribilofs. 


Cost for this special program is $7 for members; 
$10 for non-members. 


Reservation Form 


Please mail this form with a check made payable 
to “California Academy of Sciences”’ and a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to: 


Pribilofs 

California Academy of Sciences 
Golden Gate Park 

San Francisco, CA 94118 


Tickets will be sold at the door on a space 
available basis. Sorry, phone reservations cannot 
be taken for this special event. 

Name: 

Address: 

SH | 5 ee eA 2 

Daytime Phone: 

Number of tickets@$7.00 each: 


Number of tickets@$ 10.00 each: 


Total amount enclosed: 
Sorry, no cancellations/no refunds. 


Alaska: Wild and Wonderful 
Wednesday, May 30 at 8:00 p.m. 
Morrison Auditorium 


Southeast Alaska is one of the most dramatic 
natural environments in the world, and boasts an 
abundance of wildlife that includes black and 
brown bears, mountain goats, Dall porpoise, sea 
lions, humpback whales and many species of 
birds. Our guide through this rich part of the 
world is Dr. Ian McTaggert-Cowan, who has 
studied both mammals and birds with increasing 
emphasis on the population strategies of large 
predators. 


Admission to this special slide/lecture is free to 
members and their guests. 


“La Guajira:’’ A Film Premiere 

presented by the Academy’s Department of 
Anthropology 

Thursday, June 7 at 7:30 p.m. 

Morrison Auditorium 


“... therefore when we die, our souls do 
not perish. Only our bones perish. Our 
bones and our skin. Our soul leaves, that is 
a 


Award winning San Francisco filmmaker, Calogero 


Salvo, will premiere his newest work, ‘‘La 
Guajira,’’? a documentary on the Guajiro Indians 


of Colombia. This one-hour film was shot both on 


a desert peninsula in northern Colombia where 


the Guajira have lived for a thousand years, and in 


the urban setting of Maracaibo, Venezuela, where 
these people have moved to seek the economic 
rewards of civilization. 


Salvo will also show his highly acclaimed first 
film, ‘Juan Felix Sanchez’’ which has been 
described as *‘a lyrical, sophisticated ethnographic 
documentary.”’ 


Cost for both films is $3.00 to members and $4.00 


for non-members. For tickets, please send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope and a check made 
payable to ‘California Academy of Sciences’’ to: 


Documentary Films 
California Academy of Sciences 
Golden Gate Park 

San Francisco, CA 94118 


Sorry, no phone reservations can be 
accepted for this special event. 


dult Education 
And Travel 


Channel Islands for Scuba Divers 
September 24-27 
(Pre-trip meeting September 13) 


The clear waters around the Channel Islands offer 
a wide variety of marine life from gorgonian corals 
and flamboyant nudibranchs to colorful 
damselfish. Photographers will find endless 
subjects and divers, with the guidance of certified 
Naui diver masters, will have opportunities for 
night dives and exploring wrecks. This trip leaves 
Santa Barbara at midnight on Sunday and heads 
out to San Nicolas Island, the most pristine of the 
Channel Islands. We’ll also visit Santa Cruz, Santa 
Rosa, and Anacapa Islands and see how specimens 
are collected for the Aquarium. Most dives average 
30 to 40 feet and air is unlimited. 


Participants must be certified divers and should 
have been diving within the last year. The 
instructor on this trip is Brian Gibeson, Marine 
Biologist at the Academy, and the cost is $400 for 
members and $430 for non-members. Price does 
not include transportation to Santa Barbara. Call 
for a trip application form at 221-5100, Ext. 215. 


Academy Expeditions 1984 


Grand Ronde River Trip 
June 19-24 


The Grand Ronde River in northeastern Oregon 
flows fast and clear through thickly wooded 
forests. In June one can enjoy the freshness of 
spring as yellow snow lilies, wild roses and other 
flowers dot the hillsides. Once the home of Chief 
Joseph and the Nez Perce, the Grand Ronde 
Canyon is now inhabited by deer, bear, mink and 
roaming elk herds. This four-day float trip is 
perfect for first-time river runners. Tour led by Dr. 
Jack Arnold. Cost is $395 for river trip; $281 
round-trip air. For information call the Academy 
Travel Office at (415) 221-5100. 


Galapagos Islands 

July 26 - August 11 

Peru - An Optional Extension 
August 11 - 19 


Ecuador, a cruise through the Galapagos Islands 
aboard the M.V. Buccaneer and an optional tour 
to Peru and to Machu Picchu are the exotic 
destinations of this trip led by Dr. Frank Almeda. 
Cost for Galapagos is $1987 for land/cruise and 
$806 for air fare. Cost for extension is $892 for 
land and $238 for air. For information, call Siemer 
& Hand Travel at (415) 788-7186. 


California Academy of Sciences 


Natural History 


Killer Whales and Totem Poles 
August 6 - 17 | 
Fly to Vancouver B.C. and then to Vancouver 
Island to board a luxurious new 68-foot sailboat 
and begin your explorations of the great 
Northwest. Members will cruise through the 
narrow ocean channels from Johnstone Strait to 

Robson Bight. During the month of August there 

should be killer whales, Dall porpoises, and Minke 
whales. There will be time to explore abandoned 

Indian villages along the shoreline. Trip ends with 

a night in Victoria at the famed Empress Hotel. 

Tour to be led by Jacqueline Schonewald of the 
Department of Birds and Mammals. Cost is $1635 

for the boat trip and $198 round-trip air. For 
information call the Academy Travel Office at | 
(415) 221-5100. 
Alaska 
September 1 - 12 
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Discover the wealth of wildlife and scenery with 
this cruise aboard the M.V. Majestic Alaska 
Explorer. Costs range from $2550 to $3750 plus 
air fare. For information, call the Academy Travel 
Office at (415) 221-5100. 


Papua New Guinea and the Islands of the 
Solomon Seas 
September 19 - October 10 


Join Academy members on an expedition to one 
of the world’s most remote and exotic 
destinations. This tour features the Trobriand | 
Islands, Sepik River and Highlands. For infor- 

mation, please call the Academy Travel Office at 

(415) 221-5100. 


Flight Through Fantasia . 
October 7 - 19 


Explore the sights of America’s southwest. For 
information, call the Academy Travel Office at 
(415) 221-5100. 
Japan: Old and New | 
October 7 - 28 


The speed with which the technological changes 


have taken place in Japan is remarkable when one 
considers the fact that the Japanese cherish the old 


to such a high degree. Emphasis on this special ) oS CS Z 
tour will be on both the old and the new: from > je 5 ae 
temples, shrines and museums to some of Japan’s . a Seige 
booming industries. Tour will be led by Mr. John og Bee & 
Inamoto, retired Chairman, Asian Art Museum. o oa fers 5 N E WW S L E ek a4 E R 
Cost is $2750 for land plus air fare. For | = Fee So 
information call Bryan International Travel at ry oS 
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